WHAT' WOULD Alexander
Solzhenitsyn do if he were in-
deed a keen chess player as
Pufzch magazine  implied
(Listener, September 9) and he
- wanted to play against one of
his Russian €x-countrymen?
Travelling to Moscow could
Cause problems, but the New
Zealand Correspondence

Chess  Association has an
answer,

Chess by mail is i
! popular in

many countries, pargcularly

the United States, where sub-

Letter bombs

stantial cash prizes can be
won. In  Godzone, we
generally stick to trophies but
the competition is certainly
no less fierce.

: Leona_rd J. Jones of Wel-
lington is the 44th New Zea-
land  correspondence chess
champion. He finished ahead
g_f suc}:lh over-the-board cham-
ionsnip-strength players :
David Beach,g Bru[(,:e yAr?deif
son and Peter Stuart. The

1977-78 annual report of the

NZCCA gives the tourney re-
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MURRAY CHANDLER
make great friends piaying :

e o

If immediaiely 20.Rd3. then

i a5 M PR e A

CC for a year. =

This week’s game is taker |
from ibe 'semi-finals of the
World Correspendence |
Championship, in  which
Richard Sution. former New
Zealand chess champion, 18]
competing. In CC one often;
has more opportunity for,
hercic ‘defence, and crushing
attacks — and our hero here!
wins in just 24 meves. |

FRENCH DEFENCE
~ {notes by Richard Sutton)

SUTTON STERLE

N Yugosiavis

1. d4 e€

2. o4 ds

3. Nc3 Nf6

4. BgSs Be? ,
5. e5 Ntd7

6. hal? - a6 i

Black has a good deal of !
choice here. The chosen move
. meets the threat of Nb5, which

would be played after 6. ...
¢5; but the loss of a developing
rempo means that Black s
much more poorly placed to
make a break in the centre,
and his game tends to becomg \
passive.

7. Qgé f5 . \

Probably  better is 7.
K[
8. QhSch g6
8. Qhé Bxg5
10. hxg5 Qe7

In  Yanofsky-Gudmundsson,
Iceland 1947, Black played 10.

. Kf7 and a similarly con-
stricted game - resulted for
Black.
11. Nge2 Nf8 J

The natural 11. ... ¢5 12,
0-0-0 cXd4 13.NXdé4 NXeS
14.Rel Ngd [5.NXd5 is un-
pleasant for Black, and he

must also reckon with the
threat of I2.Nf4 and
I13.NXg6.
12. 0-0-0 - bS
13. g4 ixg4

STERLE

SUTTON

Giving White a half-open f-
file for his rooks, which cannot

be opposed.
14. Rh4 Nbd7 -
15. Rxg4 Nb6
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